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Please respond to Yvonne Rambo

Jun 12, 2009

Lisa Perez Jackson

Dear  Jackson,

To be sure, the Obama administration's plans to increase oversight of
pending mountaintop removal coal mining permit requests, and to more
strictly enforce existing laws and regulations is a refreshing change
from the previous administration. However, as long as the
administration continues to rely on destructive Bush administration
policies, oversight alone will not be enough. Until the Obama
administration steps in and issues a new rule to prohibit dumping waste
into waterways, the reckless destruction that has gone on for the past
eight years will continue.

Yes, EPA's recent objections to a number of permits are an important
step in the right direction. EPA's own scientists have found that
filling streams with mining waste have significant impacts downstream,
including impacts to aquatic life. To prevent further destruction, the
EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers must adopt a new rule to prevent
the use of mining and other waste materials to fill waters.
Mountaintop removal coal mining has already destroyed close to 2,000
miles of streams and degraded the quality of life of local residents.
There is too much at stake. Please protect the streams, mountains and
communities of Appalachia from further destruction by reinstating the
original intent of the Clean Water Act and preventing waste from being
used as fill material.
It has been shown that there is no such thing as "clean
coal", and, under the promises made by President Obama in his
campaign, the mining of coal should be banned outright since its usage
is furthering pollution and global warming.  These Appalachian

mountains can be used, intact, as a source for sustainable wind energy.
Under President Obama's plans to create jobs during this time of
economic depression, these mountain tops could be put to better use by

creating jobs erecting and maintaining wind turbines which will in turn

help this country break its dependence on polluting fuels such as coal,
will protect the streams and wildlife from the devastation caused by
coal mining, will create a long-term sustainable and environmentally
friendly energy supply, and will preserve the land and its resources

for the enjoyment of residents and future generations.  President Obama
made these promises to the people during his campaign, and ending coal
mining, by any means, will be evidence that his promises were not
simply empty rhetoric.



Sincerely,

Ms Yvonne Rambo
414 E Poisal St
Clarksville, IA 50619-7769


